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Gimnaziul “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” Tg.Mureş
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH REALITY                                                           

Concurs de limba engleză
23 ianuarie 2010

CLASA a VIII-a                                                                                

3-4 ore /săptămână

1. Read the text:
Few shoppers go to the supermarket with lists, so supermarkets want to encourage them to buy a lot of everything. How do they do this?

• The entrance is normally at one side and the exit at the other so that shoppers walk down all the aisles before leaving.
• Fruit and vegetables are normally close to the entrance. This makes people think they are going into an open-air market and makes them feel positive.
• Meat and fish counters are usually placed on the back wall. Supermarkets do not want to risk putting off their customers by taking meat carcasses through the shop.
• Some shelf spaces are better than others! The middle shelves on the left are considered the best place. Suppliers sometimes pay supermarkets for the best places!

• Stores are usually decorated in colours that make people feel healthy and happy. All the supermarkets belonging to one company have the same colours to make people feel at home.

• A person blinks an average of 32 times a minute. US research has shown that a certain kind of lighting can reduce this to 14 times a minute. This can make customers feel sleepy, and they then buy more goods.

• Goods placed at the end of an aisle often sell five times more than those placed in the middle of the aisle. Stores often move goods that they particularly want to sell, such as those nearing their sell-by date, to these sites.
• Supermarkets try to control smell. Unpleasant aromas, such as those of fish, are taken away by air extractors. Fresh smells such as baking bread, may be pumped around the store to create a nice ’homely’ feel.

• Silence makes shoppers feel uncomfortable. Supermarkets want to make sure that there is quite a lot of pleasant background noise, such as music or the hum of freezers.

A: Are the following facts True-T or False-F? Write the corresponding letters on your answer sheet.
1. People go to supermarkets with a clear idea of what they are going to buy;
2. Shoppers like the sight of fresh fruit and vegetables;

3. Meat counters are usually near the front of a supermarket;

4. The goods on the top shelf always sell the best;

5. Supermarkets still don’t know what colours relax people;

6. Sleepy people buy less than people who are awake;

7. People are influenced by what they can smell;

8. Shoppers like silence.







(8 X 2 p)
B: Find words in the text with the following meanings. The first letter of each word is given.   Write the words on your answer sheet.

1. passageway between two rows of shelves: (a)

2. outside: (o, a)

3. the remains of dead animals: (c)

4. to open and shut your eyes very quickly: (b)

5. the last day on which you can buy something: (s, b, d)

6. a continuous sound which is not very loud: (b, n)

7. watch: (o)








(7 X 2 p)
2. Put the correct pronoun (that, which, who, whose when or where) in the following sentences. Write them on your answer sheet:
1. He’s the man ____________ won the lotery.

2. Shall we buy the sofa _____________ we saw in the window yesterday?

3. The village _____________ Alan lived is in Normandy.

4. Everyone celebrated that day _____________ the agreement was signed.

5. The woman _____________ basement was flooded has left the area.

(5 X 1p)
3. Complete the following sentences with the phrases then write them on your answer sheet:

a distant memory
    at risk       can’t cope          gain satisfaction
         nobody’s perfect

1. ’What’s the matter? You look worried.’ ’I’ve got too much work right now. I just ______________. ’

2. ’Do you remember your tenth birthday clearly?’ ’No, it’s just ______________.’

3. ’I didn’t do very well in my maths exam!’ ’Oh, never mind, ________________.’

4. ’You really think I can climb that mountain?’ ’Yes I do, and you’ll also _______________ when you reach the top.’
5. ’We’ve hardly sold any tickets for our show.’ ’I know. It’s ____________ of being cancelled.’

(5 X 1p)
4. Complete the sentences by putting the verbs in the correct present tense. Choose from the  verbs below. Then write them on your answer sheet.
win
ask
arrive
  lead
  choose     applaud
spend
watch
   play
   walk

1. The Chicago Bulls ______ the Philadelphia 76ers in the final tomorrow.

2. Jane loves riding. She (always) ________ us to buy her a horse.

3. When the teams _________ on the field, the respective national anthems are played.

4. The player who _________ the draw usually _________ to serve first. 

5. ’... and that’s it, the whistle’s gone, it’s half time and New Zealand ________ twenty to six.

6. Millions of people _______ cricket on the TV in Britain at the weekend.

7. The players ________ onto the court now and the crowd ________ them enthusiastically.

8. Every day she _______ at least three hours training in the gym.




(10 X 1p)

5. Put the verbs in brackets in the right past tense. Then write them on your answer sheet.
1.  On our first day at the driving school, we _________ (be) very nervous because we (drive / not) __________ a car before.

2. When James (try) ___________ to ring us, we (leave / already)____________the house.

3. After John (finish) _________ his presentation, we (ask) __________ our questions.

4. The yellow car (cross) __________ the street after the lights (turn)__________ red.

5. They (make)_____________ the beds before our guests (arrive) ___________ .

(10 X 1p)
6. Choose the correct answer. Then write it on your answer sheet.
1. She wouldn’t have be / been upset if she hadn’t lied to her.

2. Unless the weather gets better, we will / won’t go on a trip tomorrow.

3. If they will / have enough time they will visit their relatives.

4. If / Unless she leaves now, she won’t catch the 5 o’clock train.

5. If the computer stopped / did stop working, what would you do?

6. Dinner will not / will be ready by 7 o’clock if you don’t start cooking now.

7. If you win / won a lot of money, would you buy a house in the mountains?

8. If she wouldn’t / hadn’t invited us to stay, we wouldn’t have visited her.
9. If I was / were an astronaut I would go to the moon.

10. Mark would be thinner if he ate / had eaten less. 



(10 X 1p)
7. Make the sentences passive. Write them on your answer sheet.

1. They don’t speak English in this shop.

2. Michael didn’t send me a text message.

3. They met Doris at the station.

4. She gives him a box each time she sees him.

5. Somebody broke into our flat last Friday.

(5 X 2p)
8. Match the text messages with their meaning. write the corresponding letters on your answer sheet.

1. 2DAY



a. all the best
2. ATB



b. anyone
3. B48



c. Are you OK?
4. BCNU



d. by the way
5. BTW



e. great
6. CUL8R


f. lots of love
7. GR8



g. love
8. LOL



h. love and kisses
9. LUV



i. no one
10. NE1



j. Oh I see.
11. NO1



k. See you later.
12. OIC



l. someone
13. RUOK



m. tomorrow 
14. SOME1


n. thanks
15. THX



o. before eight
16. WAN2



p. today
17. WKND



r. want to
18. XOXOXOXOX

s. See you soon.
19. CUCOON


t. be seeing you
20. 2MORO


u. weekend
(20 X 0.5p)

Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.

Se acordă 10 puncte din oficiu.

Timp de lucru: 60 minute.
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with reality
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